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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

Yellowstone  Nat ion* 1  Perk,  Wyoming  83020 

March  10,  1966 

Summary  of  February  1966  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

Temperature  moderate,  vary  little  anon. 
Maximum  temp  -  50°  at  North  Sntrance  2/25 
Minimum  temp  •  -27°  at  West  Yellowstone  2/15 

1,951  visitors,  same  aa  February  1965 
iJMOWMOBILSS.  Harold  Young,  21  trips  —  500  paaa. 
•toward  T.Kelsey,27  trips— 643  pas*. 

Oversnov  vehicle  travel  increasing 

Data  for  month 

Dr.  Pengelly,  Mala.,  in  Feb.  11  and  12  with  15 
wildlife  students} 

Group  from  Gardiner  in  Feb.  17,  discuss  plana  for 
prop,  constr  and  installation  water  system; 

narmere  to  Southeastern  Idaho  Interagency  meeting 
Feb.  21.  Participated  in  program} 
Utah  State  U,  Logan  group  of  36  grad.  and  undergrad. 
students  in  wildlife,  forestry,  etc.  in  for  3  days 

Supt.  in  Wane  Feb.  26  for  remainder  of  mo.  en 
concession  and  other  activities; 

Aubrey  L.  Haines,  Park  Historian,  honored  by 
English  Speaking  Union;  chose  his  1965  edition  of 
book  "Journal  of  a  Trapper"  aa  an  American  Aabasa&dor 
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1-2 
2 


Supt.  and  Staff  to  50th  anniv.  of  NFS  dinner  In 
Livingston,  Feb.  11,  sponsored  by  Comm.  concerns 
of  Mont. 

Supt.  Staff  meetings  2/10  and  25 
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k.  Sudlong,  2/27 
Hebert  D.  Met her ell,  in  June 
Jesse  D.  Wharton,  3/27 
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Position  No.  2  101  0020  25,  Park  Heturalist 
Bobby  Quoioaliari'j,  to  Signeaker  2/28 
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Stat ting  specialist  position, 
fibrin  H.  Oianberlitt  assigned 

sob J.  to  Furlough)  walker  and  Hichelcic 

cieciasonta  affecting  employees'  pay, 

aale*  to  employees  discontinued  2/10 

Pere.Officer  Miliar  to  Mather  Training  Center  2/16 
Pk.Rgr.Naah,  First  Aid  Training  Course,  2/15 
3ub-Dist.*gr .Cordon  Boyd,  Forest  Fire  Control 
training,  Denver,  2/25 

Asst.  Gh.Pk.Maturalist  G.Bryan  Harry  to  Was© 
2/21,  assist. teen  analysis  SFS  Study 

Special  poateerkiag  die  nub  ,  postmark  outgoing 
nail  at  HIP  Peat  Office 

Structural  Fire  Control  Training  school 
April  ib-22,  Heemeth 

Son,  SPS,  2/tO 
Daughter,  MPS,  2/22 


Farewell  Coffee  for  Beneld  ft.  Cotton,  2/9 

RTF £  neeting,  2/7 

Areetreng  end  Kurtz,  students,  win  in  %eech  cteet 

Draft  of  Old  Faithful  Area  prospectus  oonpleted 
Lttple  entation  of  Went  ftiatrict  Interpre.Fregran 
Self •guiding  trail  booklet  for  Hanaoth  Terrecee 

itoecaide  sign  designed  for  Oivlde  Creek 
Tenp  .exhibit  &  Direct  .sign  for  Morris  Museum 

yearly  Aoport  forwarded  to  *B&  2/23 

Med  1  ion  Jet.  aeleuogyeafc  serviced  2/10 


aeatrak  Recorder  inatailed  at  UHIIPfiCTfiD  GXXSJKft 
tteaeeoet  Geyser;       UfflSXP£CTii>  erupted  26  tines; 
STBANKAT  erupted  2/5 


ii 


YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK,  WYOMING 


■ 

I  ! 

: 


6 

4 

4 
3 
b 
5 


5 

3 

5 
5-6 


6 
e 

6 

p*6s 


■ 

•       Oq    «    tad 

...sLl' 

- 


: 


s 


^TOTOW 


UTILITIES 


Train  lot  ***sio«i  la  oversnow  vehicles  2/11 
at  Tower  Fall  and  Mt.  Waehburn; 
ski  patrols; 


3  Motor  vehicle  accidents  reported 

A  total  of  5  for  year,  coopered  to  10  tor  1965 


Major  maintenance  in  Mesne th  area; 
Materials  for  power  metering  project  ordered 
standardised  system  of  locks  —10  installed 
Quarters  occupied  by  ecient&sts  at  OF  winterised 
Oil  heater  installed  at  W.&. 
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Working  on  employee  parking  area.  Mammoth; 
removal  of  loading  raws 

Fire  hazard  inspections  started 

in  Masnoth 

Fire  is  Bld«.  *>•  133~<\,  W.S.  2/15  *  $50 


of  roads  began  2/23 


Midwest  Heglonal  Forester  Berg  at  Yell.  2/10 
attend,  meeting  with  USFS  and  HFS  reps,  for  BBC 


teletype  network  system  with  Weather  Bureau 
discussion 


CONCSSSlMtS 


Winter  meeting  2/11  in  Livingston 

Closing  hydro  plant  at  Mammoth  reaction  favorable 

Building  Fire  Organisation 


&£S0UR3g 


Letters  on  US  ?.  0.  hldg.  being  cleaned 


Slk-Aagfcolope  Deer  Relationships 

6  deer  taken  by  So.  Diet,  for  study 

Rocky  Mtn.  Bighorn  Ecology  continued 


WILPLLFg 


By  Supt.'s  Order  begem  Feb.  5  in  Gallatin. 
Not  successful  because  of  weather 
56  elk  taken  out  of  quote  of  200 

&iow  depths  did  net  inc.  during  mo. 

fftfoctjpn,  projjrom:  *Uk,  Bieon>Antelope  listed 
Hangers  assisting  in  Craighead  study 

*•  **—  B  rii**HFi  iTlWRa;  */sj 


iil 


7 
7-8 


8 

a 

B-9 

9 

10 


: 


-  ■    ■ 
■ 

-  • 


■ 
- 


« 


£2& 

mm 

MBHi 


PUgfclC 
&SUAT10&> 


OpNEJfrCg 

DBSlCfK^ 
COBSTaMCTIOK 


lied  fox  observed  near  HIE  2/14 

2  Bald  eagles  observed  at  angle  Bend  2/22 

13  Trumpeter  m«as  observed  near  SeveoHile  Bridge 

Track*  noted  on  «  ski  patrol  — ftepnblic  Pass  2/25 

Yellowstone  Weekly  Km  issued  eaea  Thursday 
Three  press  releasee 

Asst.  Supt.  Martinek  presented  illus.  talk  to 
Bonneville  lipnrtanea's  Censer. Clinic,  Idaho  Falls 
2/24 

Listed 

Listed  -  Yellowstone  national  Park 

-  Big  Hole  National  Battlefield 
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IN  REPLY.H£FE»TO: 

Memorandum 
To: 
From: 
Subject 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyoming  83020 

March  10,  1966 


Director 

Superintendent,  Yellowstone 

Superintendent's  monthly  Narrative  Report,  February  1966 

General 


Weather  Conditions.  Temperature  was  moderate  during  the  month  of  February, 
with  very  little  snow  accumulating  on  the  ground.  Nighttime  temperatures 
were  below  zero  during  the  middle  of  the  month.  Bare  hillsides  on  south- 
lacing  slopes  were  evident  from  the  North  Entrance  to  above  Soda  Butte. 

Snow  survey  readings  for  all  stations  reported  were  below  average,  or 
75  percent  of  average  water  content.  Monthly  precipitation  totaled  4.08 
inches  or  2.69  inches  below  the  precipitation  totals  for  February  1965. 

Maximum  Temperature   Minimum  Temperature   Snow  Depth  EOM 


North  Entrance 

50  degrees 

2/25 

0 

degrees  2/15 

_ 

Mammoth 

46 

25 

-13 

15 

4.5 

inches 

Tower  Fall 

44    " 

21 

-15 

9 

16 

it 

Lamar 

41    " 

21 

-19 

"     15 

- 

ii 

Old  Faithful 

40 

22&23 

-22 

15 

39 

M 

Northeast 

40 

24 

-17 

15 

26 

n 

W.  Yellowstone 

38 

19 

-27 

15 

26 

1! 

Increase  or  Decrease  in 

Travel .  Th 

ere  were 

1,951  vis 

itors  to 

the  Park 

during  February  which  is  the  same  as  February  1965  travel. 

Northeast  Entrance  reported  heavier  visitor  travel  than  the  comparable 
period  last  year,  especially  on  weekends.  This  local  increase  in  winter 
travel  may  be  the  result  of  the  successful  operation  of  a  new  lodge-eating 
facilities  at  Cooke  City. 

Last  year's  Special  Elk  Hunting  Season  in  the  Gardiner  vicinity  caused  a 
heavy  influx  of  visitors  at  the  North  Entrance.  There  was  not  a  Special 
Season  this  year  and  a  resultant  52  percent  decrease  in  travel  was  report- 
ed for  the  1966  period. 
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SNOWMOBILES.  Harold  Young  made  21  tripe  and  carried  500  passengers  irora 
West  Yellowstone  to  Old  Faithful  and  return;  Howard  T.  Kelsey  madd  27 
trips  and  carried  643  passengers. 

Due  to  the  increased  use  of  ovarsnow  vehicles,  travel  has  more  than 
doubled  over  last  year  into  Old  Faithful.  The  statistics  are  as  follows: 


Commercial  vehicle  trips  this  month 
Private  vehicle  trips  this  month 
Total  trips  this  month 


120 


Passengers 
1143 
57 
1200 


SNOW  COURSE  DATA.  The  following  is  a  list  of  snow  courses  taken  at  the 
end  of  February  1966.  The  data  tabulated  gives  the  percent  of  water 
content  as  expressed  over  a  15-year  average  as  calculated  by  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service.  The  years  1948-1962  are  used  to  express  the  15-year 
average . 


15-Year 

Average 

Percent 

Section 

Date 

Snow 

Water 

Water 

of 

of 

Taken 

Depth 

Content 

Content 

Average 

Park 

Northeast 

2/28/66 

22.05 

5.05 

Lupine 

3/  1/66 

32.86 

7.5 

Norris 

2/27/66 

30.1 

7.1 

New  Lake  #2 

2/28/66 

29.0 

5.5) 

New  Lake  #1 

2/28/66 

32.0 

6.2) 

Canyon 

2/27/66 

39.2 

9.8 

Sylvan  Pass 

3/  1/66 

39.6 

8.7 

East  Entrance 

3/  1/66 

35.4 

7.3 

Lewis  Divide 

2/26/66 

81.0 

30.1 

Aster  Creek 

2/26/66 

66.0 

23.5 

West  Thumb 

2/26/66 

51.0 

17.1 

Coulter  Creek 

2/28/66 

55.0 

16.3 

Snake  River 

2/26/66 

48.0 

15.1 

Precipitation  Totals 

2.05 

Snake  River 

Tower  Fall 

.54 

Lamar 

.27 

Lake 

.92 

Mammoth 

.30 

7.5 

67       N 

9.5 

79       N 

9.0 

79       N 

9.0 

61       S 

13.1 

75       N 

12.6 

69       S 

10.4 

70       S 

38.1 

79       S 

28.3 

83       S 

20.0 

86       S 

20.6 

79       S 

18.6 

81       S 

Average 

Water  Content 

North 

75  pet. 

South 

76  pet. 

PARK  AVt 

75  pet. 
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Special  Activities.  Dr.  lawlie  Pengclly,  Wildlife  iMtrwtw  and 
Dr.  Richard  labor,  University  of  Montana,  accompanied  by  15  wildlife 
student*  visited  the  Perk  for  e  30~heur  night  session  sad  e  day's 
field  session  en  Yellowstone's  wildlife  Management  program, 
February  11  end  12. 

On  February  17,  Mr.  L.  L.  Calliaon,  Acting  secretary,  Gardiner* Park 
County  Water  district,  Gardiner,  Montane  and  representatives  of  the 
Gardiner  community,  visited  toe  Superintendent  to  discuss  proposed  plana 
for  construction  and  installation  of  en  adequate  water  system  for  the 
Town  of  Gardiner.  If  proposed  plane  are  effected,  toe  existing  ditch 
and  f lume  across  Park  lands  which  conveys  water  to  generate  power  for 
the  existing  water  system  stay  he  abandoned.  This  would  save  the  Park  an 
estimated  $50,000  in  providing  s  road  crossing  relative  to  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Morth  antrancc-Msiiimita  iiead. 

Biologist  Bemore  attended  the  Southeastern  Idaho  Interagency  meeting  in 
Idaho  Palis,  February  21.  Present  were  member s  of  the  U.  S.  Forest 
Service,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Idaho  Fish  and  Game  Department, 
Wyoming  Game  and  Fish,  and  Utah  Fish  »ttd  Game  Department,  fiarmere 
presented  his  aspen  paper  and  information  on  elk  herd  response  to  the 
reduction,  Northern  Yellowstone  herd.  a  special  report  covering  this 
activity  has  been  submitted. 

On  February  24,  25  and  2b,  Dr.  Fred  Wagner,  Associate  Professor  of  Wild* 
life  Management,  Utah  State  University,  Imogen,  Utah  accompanied  by  36 
graduate  and  undergraduate  students  in  wildlife  flsheriea,  forestry  and 
zoology  made  their  annuel  wildlife  management  trip  to  the  Park,  a  copy 
of  the  program  presented  is  enclosed.  The  Superintendent  and  staff  members 
talked  to  the  group.  West  District  Naturalist  Stanley  G«  Canter  took  the 
group  to  Morrla  Geyser  Benin  on  February  2b. 

The  Superintendent  went  to  Wsohlngton,  D.  C.  on  February  2b  in  connection 
with  concession  and  other  Perk  activities.  8a  wee  in  She  Director's 
office  for  the  remainder  of  the  month. 

Aubrey  L.  Haines,  Perk  Historian,  has  been  honored  by  the  English  Speaking 
Union  by  having  his  19*5  edition  of  the  book  "Journal  of  a  Trapper' 
chosen  aa  an  American  Ambassador  Seek.  This  honor  is  extended  to  two 
books  annus  I  ly  that  show  exceptional  nudity  and  portray  the  American  way 
of  life,  •  book  so  selected  is  included  in  diplomatic  foreign  libraries 
around  the  world.  The  1955  edition  of  this  book  also  received  the  Bounce 
and  Coffin  award.  "Journal  of  a  Trapper"  is  the  factual  narrative  of 
Osborne  4usaell,  en  early  3ocky  Mountain  trapper.   It  covers  the  period 
from  1834  to  io43,  and  is  probably  the  beet  account  of  a  trapper's  life 
in  the  £eckies  when  the  fur  trade  was  at  its  peak.  Mr.  Haines  has  edited 
this  journal  to  make  it  not  only  interesting  to  the  casual  reader  but  also 
an  outstanding  reference  book  for  historical  research. 
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Commercial  concerns  in  Montana  gave  a  dinner  for  the  Park  Concessioners 
in  Livingston  at  the  Country  Club  on  February  11.  The  Superintendent 
and  members  of  the  Park  staff  were  invited  to  the  event  which  featured 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  National  Park  Service. 
A  special  poster  suitable  for  framing  was  presented  those  attending 
featuring  the  Anniversary,  the  text  of  which  was  prepared  by  former 
Director  Horace  M.  Albright,  and  photographs  by  Haynes  Studios  of  events 
in  Yellowstone  circa  1916. 

Superintendent's  Staff  meetings  were  held  February  10  and  25. 

Administration 

Payroll  for  the  period  ending  February  12  amounted  to  $37,351.45.  There 
were  143  employees  on  the  payroll  for  the  period,  compared  to  161  a  year 
ago. 

The  last  payroll  which  was  processed  by  the  Yellowstone  National  Park 
Field  Finance  Office  was  for  the  pay  period  ending  February  12.  This 
function  was  transferred  to  the  Midwest  Region  FFO,  and  all  future  Yellow* 
stone  payrolls  will  be  processed  through  their  ADP  equipment. 

Personnel 

Transfers  In:  Robert  R.  Budlong.  Management  Assistant,  GS-12,  from  the 
Western  Regional  Office,  San  Francisco,  effective  2/27/66. 

Robert  P.  Metherell.  Staff  Park  Ranger,  GS-11,  Yosemite, 
has  been  selected  from  the  Servicewide  Career  Development 
and  Placement  Plan  for  the  position  of  Park  Ranger  (Wild* 
life  Management)  GS-12,  effective  about  the  first  of  June. 

Transfer  Out:  Jesse  D.  Wharton.  Power  Plant  Operator,  will  transfer  to 
Grand  Canyon  National  Park,  March  27,  as  Maintenanceman. 

Abolished:    Position  No.  2  101  0020  25,  Park  Naturalist,  GS-7,  was 

abolished  by  classification  action  of  the  Regional  Office. 

Reassignment:  Bobby  (^uesenberry  was  reassigned  to  the  permanent  position 
of  Slgnmaker,  effective  February  28. 


The  Regional  Office  established  a  GS-7  Personnel  Staffing 
Specialist  position,  not  to  be  filled  concurrently  with 
position  No.  2  101  0010  29.  Approval  has  been  received 
to  reassign  gdwln  N.  Chamber 1 In  to  this  position, 
effective  when  the  Yellowstone  Field  Finance  Office  is 
phased  out  during  March. 
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Career-  Berrett  W.  Welker,  Caretaker 

Conditional  (SubJect-to-Furlough)  Leo  P.  Michelcic,  Truck  Driver  (H.D.) 

All  documents  affecting  employees1  pay,  such  as  W-4's,  Standard  Forms 
30,  Q-4*s,  etc.,  were  forwarded  to  Midwest  Region  with  Time  and  Attendance 
reports  for  the  pay  period  February  13  through  26.  Time  and  Attendance 
reports  were  reviewed  for  compliance  of  form  and  canpleteness  of  detail 
by  the  Payroll  Section. 

Sales  to  employees  at  the  Supply  Center  were  discontinued  as  of  the  close 
of  business  February  10. 

All  hands  "turned  to"  in  preparation  for  the  close-out  of  Field  Finance 
Operations,  effective  February  28. 

In-Service  Training.  Personnel  Officer  Miller  attended  the  two-week 
training  session  in  "Supervision  -  An  Institute  for  Trainers"  conducted 
at  Mather  Training  Center  from  February  16  to  March  2.  A  training 
session  has  been  scheduled  for  early  April  to  make  this  training  available 
to  supervisory  personnel  of  this  Park. 

Park  Ranger  Allen  Nash  attended  a  First  Aid  Training  Course  conducted  by 
the  U.  S.  Forest  Service  personnel  at  West  Yellowstone,  February  15  to 
19th. 

Gordon  Boyd,  Tower  Sub-District  Hanger,  departed  the  Park  February  25  to 
attend  a  forest  fire  control  training  session  in  Denver.  The  training 
extends  to  March  11. 

Special  Asaiftnraent .  Assistant  Chief  Park  Naturalist  G.  Bryan  Harry  has 
been  assigned  to  the  Washington  Office  for  six  weeks  beginning  February  21, 
He  will  be  assisting  in  a  team  analysis  of  the  National  Park  Systems 
Study.  During  his  absence  South  District  Naturalist  Robert  G.  Johnsson 
will  be  Acting  Assistant  Chief  Park  Naturalist. 

5Qth  Anniversary.  The  special  postmarking  die  hub,  purchased  by  the 
Yellowstone  Library  and  Museum  Association  to  commemorate  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  is  being  used  to  postmark  all 
outgoing  mail  at  the  local  Post  Office. 

Spring  Conference.  The  course  outline  for  the  Structural  Fire  Control 
Training  School  on  April  18-22  has  been  completed.  Informational 
material  is  being  assembled  for  distribution  use  during  the  school. 

Births.  A  son  was  born  Sunday,  February  20,  to  Kathleen  and  Gary  Stork, 
in  the  memorial  Hospital,  Livingston.  Weight  7  lbs.,  11  ozs. 
Name:   Jeffrey  Gary. 
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A  daughter  was  bom  February  22,  in  the  Memorial  Hospital,  Livingston, 
Montana,  to  Clifford  and  Januita  Ludwig.  Weight  8  lbs.,  11  ozs. 
Name:  Mary  Lou. 

Miscel laneous .  A  Farewell  Coffee  was  held  February  9  for  Ronald  E. 
Cot ten. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  National  Federation  of  Federal  Employees 
was  held  February  7. 

Donald  Armstrong,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs*  William  Armstrong,  Foreman  II, 
Maintenance,  and  Catherine  Kurtz,  daughter  of  Postmaster  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Kurtz,  won  first  place  and  a  trophy  at  a  Speech  Meet  held  in  Great  Falls 
Central  High  School  In  which  approximately  750  pupils  competed.  Donald 
won  first  place  in  the  Invitational  Speech  Meet,  Class  C,  Boy's 
Extemporaneous .   In  the  Festival  Speech  Meet  Cathy  won  first  place  in 
Class  C,  for  Oral  Interpretation. 

Conservation,  Interpretation  and  Use 

Interpretive  Services  and  Planning.  The  draft  of  the  Old  Faithful  Area 
prospectus  was  completed  by  West  District  Naturalist  Canter.  He  also 
spent  considerable  time  on  planning  implementation  of  the  West  District 
interpretive  program  for  the  coming  visitor  season. 

Assistant  Chief  Park  Naturalist  Bryan  Harry  continued  work  on  the  self- 
guiding  trail  booklet  for  the  Mammoth  Terraces. 

Museum  and  Exhibits.  A  new  roadside  sign  has  been  designed  for  the 
Divide  Creek  Fire  Lookout  trail  head. 

A  new  temperature  exhibit  and  Echinus  Geyser  directional  sign  for  the 
Norrls  Museum  are  under  construction. 

YLMA.  The  Cooperating  Associations  Yearly  Report  was  completed  and 
forwarded  to  the  Midwest  Regional  Office  on  February  23.  Copies  of  the 
report,  with  letter  of  transmittal  from  Executive  Secretary  John  M.  Good, 
were  mailed  to  all  Beard  Members  on  February  25. 

USGS.  The  Madison  Junction  seismograph  was  serviced  on  the  10th. 

Research  and  Observation.  A  Restrak  Recorder  has  been  in  operation  at 
UNEXPECTED  GEYSER  during  the  month.  The  rangers  at  Old  Faithful  reported 
it  erupted  26  times  during  the  period  February  1  through  February  20. 
The  mean  interval  for  the  period  was  18.16  hours. 
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The  last  known  eruption  for  STEAMBOAT  was  February  5  at  3:21  p.m.  On 
the  21st  a  Restrak  Recorder  was  installed  at  this  geyser.   It  was 
placed  under  the  toot  bridge  over  the  runoff  channel  and  it  is  hoped 
that  information  gained  from  the  recorder  may  aid  in  rough  predictions 
of  Steamboat  eruptions. 

Banger  Activities.  A  training  session  held  February  11  at  Tower  Fall 
for  Ranger  personnel  was  attended  by  Rangers  Boh 1 in,  Brown,  Guilmette, 
Lindfors,  Ladd,  Scott,  Nelson,  L.  Thompson,  Orgill  and  Milligan. 
Maintenance  and  use  of  the  Tiokol  'Sprite",  Bombardier  "Muskeg",  Tucker 
"Snowcat",  Weasel,  and  the  Ski-doo  were  demonstrated,  and  then  a  trip  on 
the  road  to  Mt.  Washburn  was  made  in  all  vehicles,  with  each  participant 
operating  each  of  the  vehicles.  Approximately  four  hours  were  devoted  to 
this  session. 

Ski  patrols  were  made  to  Fawn  Pass  and  out  to  the  Gallatin  highway  via 
Fan  Creek;  to  Cache  Creek  cabin  via  the  Thunderer  Trail;  up  Cache  Creek 
to  Republic  Pass  and  out  Republic  Creek  to  Cooke  City  to  Kepler  Cascades; 
Fern  Cascades,  Black  Sand  Basin  and  Fairy  Falls. 

Other  ski  patrols  included  trips  to  Specimen  Ridge,  Daisy  Pass,  Warm 
Creek  to  Pebble  Creek  campground.  Trout  Lake,  Cache  Creek  via  Lamar  Trail, 
Druid  Peak  and  Lupine  snow  course,  and  Shoshone  Lake  via  Old  Faithful  and 
Lone  Star  Geyser. 

During  the  first  week  in  February,  Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Ashley  and  Sub- 
District  Ranger  Milligan  traveled  to  East  Entrance,  then  skied  to  Sylvan 
Pass  to  observe  avalanche  conditions, 

February22-24  West  District  Naturalist  Canter,  Rangers  Widmer  and  Morey 
made  a  ski  patrol  to  Shoshone  Geyser  Basin. 

Safety  and  Health.  Three  motor  vehicle  accidents  were  reported  and 
investigated  during  February.  A  total  of  five  motor  vehicle  accidents 
have  been  tallied  for  the  yesr,  compared  to  ten  accidents  for  1965  for 
the  same  period. 

Buildings  and  Utilities.  The  carpenters,  painters,  plumbers,  and 
electricians  were  occupied  during  the  month  with  major  maintenance  in 
the  Mammoth  area. 

The  rest  rooms  were  completed  in  the  Communications  and  Fire  Cache 
Building.  The  steam  line  has  been  Installed  to  the  B.R.C.  washroom  in 
the  barn. 

Most  of  the  materials  for  the  Mammoth  power  metering  project  have  been 
ordered . 

Ten  locks  have  been  installed  in  the  Mammoth  area  in  accordance  with  the 
project  of  installing  a  standardized  system  of  Schlage  locks  throughout 
the  Park. 
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The  quarters  occupied  by  the  New  York  University  scientists  at  Old 
Faithful  through  January  were  again  winterized  and  the  plumbing  systems 
drained. 

A  large  new  oil  heater  was  installed  in  the  duplex  at  West  Entrance. 

Building  Fire  Protect ion.  The  annual  fire  hazard  and  safety  inspections 
were  started  on  Government  buildings  in  the  Mammoth  area. 

On  February  15,  a  fire  occurred  in  building  No.  133-A  and  B  at  West 
Entrance.  It  was  caused  by  heat  from  the  stove  pipe  from  an  oil  heater 
igniting  soot  at  the  point  of  entry  into  the  chimney.  Damage  was 
estimated  at  $50  for  wall  replacement  by  maintenance.  A  new  oil  heater 
was  installed  to  avoid  a  similar  occurrence. 

Roads  and  Trails.  The  regular  snow  removal  crew  has  been  assigned  to 
different  tasks  during  the  sonth  as  weather  permitted;  working  on  the 
employee  parking  area  adjacent  to  the  Administration  Building,  and  removal 
of  the  loading  ramp  located  across  from  the  Supply  Center. 

Snow  Plowing.  The  spring  opening  snow  crew  started  operations  on 
February  23.  Snow  plowing  thus  far  has  been  relatively  simple  since  the 
snow  is  soft  and  there  is  less  snow  than  average. 

Insects  and  Tree  Diseases.  Mr.  L.  Y.  Berg,  Midwest  Regional  Forester, 
attended  a  Blister  Bust  Control  meeting  at  Yellowstone  on  the  10th  with 
David  A.  Graham,  Section  Head,  White  Pine  Blister  Rust  Control,  U.  S. 
Forest  Service,  Region  1;  Charles  Budge,  Supervisory  Park  Ranger,  Glacier 
National  Park;  Forestry  Technician  Reeves  and  Park  Forester  Myers, 
Yellowstone.  The  Regional  Blister  Rust  Control  program  was  reviewed  and 
plans  made  for  the  1966  operating  season. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  We  have  been  in  contact  with  Charles  £. 
Syverson,  Meterologist,  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  Fire  Weather  Station,  Boise, 
Idaho,  on  the  new  teletype  network  system  being  planned  for  tying  in  all 
the  fire  weather  reporting  stations  of  the  cooperating  and  contributing 
agencies.  A  determination  is  being  made  as  to  the  benefits  to  be  gained 
for  Yellowstone  to  be  added  onto  this  new  system. 

Concessioners.  The  Winter  Meeting  of  the  National  Park  Service  and  the 
Park  Concessioners  was  held  in  the  Murray  Notel,  Livingston,  Montana, 
February  11.  Many  matters  of  mutual  interest  were  discussed  and  the 
meeting  was  valuable  to  all  concerned  in  coordinating  plans  and 
discussions  for  summer  operations. 

The  proposed  plan  for  closing  the  hydro  plant  at  Mammoth  and  utilizing 
commercial  power  throughout  Mammoth  was  presented.  The  concessioners 
reaction  to  this  proposal  was  favorable. 
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The  Memorandum  of  Agreement  between  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  the 
authorized  Concessioners  relating  to  building  fire  organization  and 
alarm  systems  within  Yellowstone  National  Park  was  renewed  for  the 
period  May  I,  1966  through  May  1,  1967. 

The  letters  on  the  front  of  the  United  States  Post  Office,  Yellowstone 
National  Park,  in  Mammoth  have  been  taken  down  and  are  being  cleaned. 
The  wording  "NATIONAL"  has  been  ordered  to  match  existing  letters.   The 
signing  on  the  Post  Office  building  should  be  completed  before  the  Park 
opens. 

Resource  Studies.  Resource  Study  Proposals  for  YELL-N-2,  Response  to 
Slk  Herd  Reduction,  and  YELL-N-4,  Elk  Migration  Studies,  were  revised 
and  a  RSP  for  YELL-N-17-l  and  17,  Antelope-Deer  Relationships,  was 

worked  up. 

The  first  mule  deer  collections  were  made  for  YELL-N-17,  Antelope-Mule 
Deer  Relationships,  with  primary  emphasis  on  food  habits.  This  study 
will  work  in  well  with  Bart  O'Gara's  Ph.  D.  study  on  Antelope  Repro- 
duction, YELL-N-17-1.   Six  deer  were  taken  by  North  District  personnel 
during  the  month. 

John  Oldemeyer  continued  work  on  YELL-N-l,  Rocky  Mountain  Bighorn  Ecology. 

Range.   Snow  depths  did  not  increase  significantly  on  any  of  the  winter 
range  throughout  the  month.  On  the  lower  range  from  Blacktail  to  Reese 
Creek,  snow  depths  on  ridgetops  and  southfacing  slopes  decreased 
significantly  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  This  decrease  was 
not  as  apparent  from  Tower  Ranger  Station  to  Soda  Butte  except  on  steep 
southfacing  slopes. 

Special  Elk  Hunting  Season.  A  Superintendent's  Order  was  issued  In  view 
of  the  special  elk  hunting  season  in  Montana  that  began  February  5,  1966 
in  the  Gallatin  area  adjacent  to  the  Park  boundary.  Under  authority  of 
Section  1.18,  Chapter  1,  Title  36,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  the 
Superintendent  closed  a  small  portion  of  the  Park  to  public  use  and 
provided  that  only  hunters  having  legally  killed  game  could  carry  their 
carcasses  through  the  Park  to  U.  S.  Highway  191,  after  having  first 
obtained  a  permit  from  a  Park  Ranger.  This  special  season  closed  on 
February  13.   It  was  not  successful  because  of  open  weather.  Only  56  elk 
were  taken  out  of  a  quota  of  200. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities. 

Wildlife  Reduction  Program.   Reduction  activities  to  date  have  been 
severely  hampered  by  lack  of  snow  and  the  resultant  lack  of  winter  elk 
concentrations.  Elk  are  still  widely  scattered  and  in  small  groups. 
Bison  trapping  has  also  been  Ineffective  for  the  same  reason. 
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At  month's  end,  reduction  statistics  were  as  follows: 


Elk 

Gallatin 

Northern  Yellowstc 

me 

Live  shipped 

Hunter  kill  outside  Park 
Biological  collection 
Trap  loss 

88 

206 

0 

6 

989 
30 
94 
34 

Total  Seduction 

300 

1,147 

Live  trapped 
Neckbanded  and  released 
Retrapped  elk 
Escaped  elk 
Trap  loss 

484 

310 

74 

6 

6 

1,645 

69 

437 

44 
34 

Lamar 

liayden  Valiey-Nez 

Perce 

SfcMR 

Live  shipped 
Trap  loss 

0 

45 

-2 

Total  Reduction 

0 

48 

Live  trapped 
Neckbanded  or  ear tagged 
Retrapped  bison 
Escaped  bison 

31 

12 

26 

-1 

112 
31 
81 

Antelope 

Biological  collection 

SI 

Total  Reduction 

83 

Deer 

Biological  Collection 

6 

The  Rangers  at  Old  Faithful  have  been  taking  directional  bearings  and 
observations  on  two  radio- instrumented  elk  in  the  area  for  the 
Craighead  study. 
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Big  Game  Trend  CQunts : 


Date 
2/23 

fiagles 
Swans 


£lk 
30 


Deer. 
81 


Antelope 
33 


Bighorn  Sheep 

None 


A  red  fox  was  observed  seven  miles  from  Northeast  Entrance 
walking  on  the  road,  February  14. 

Two  mature  Bald  eagles  were  observed  at  Eagle  Bend, 
February  22 

Fifteen  Trumpeter  swans  were  observed  just  east  of  the  Seven 
Mile  Bridge  during  February 


Wolverine  Wolverine  tracks  were  noted  on  a  ski  patrol  a  mile  north  of 
Republic  Pass  on  February  25. 

PUBLIC  AFFAIRS 

Publicity.  On  each  Thursday  the  Yellowstone  Weekly  News  was  issued  to 
keep  employees,  concessioners,  and  others  currently  informed  of  Park 
happenings . 

Three  press  releases  were  issued:  February  3,  Robert  £.  Howe's  re- 
assignment; February  3,  New  Geyser  in  Yellowstone  National  Park} 
February  7,  Aubrey  L.  Haines  honored. 

Public  Relations.  Assistant  Superintendent  J.  A.  Hartinek  presented  an 
illustrated  talk,  "New  Marina  Developments,  Yellowstone  National  Park," 
to  the  first  annual  Bonneville  Sportsmen's  Conservation  Clinic,  Idaho 
Falls,  Idaho  on  February  24.  There  was  an  audience  of  approximately  55 
people. 


Contract. 

Bill  Chapman 
Gardiner,  Montana 


$15,346.00       Rehabilitate  the  exhibits  in 
Mammoth  and  Fishing  Bridge 
Museums 
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t!w  fioltowiat  pU»  wore  rorlowad  «r  ayoroaafl  as  indicated: 


0M  FaitfcJtti,  f  riinmwiiitflirf  fey  "im|>erf  tit  indent 


by  &jper  txtte&xleat  • 

If  111  lift  Brewing  MMMt-422*,  utility  firm— rttnni  and  ftrtvtwyg, 
■N*5*itft  Are*,  mg  far  Irtfw  ■*!■«. 


fas  tjufnir  tut  mmtniit  one  ject  to 


Prelinlttary  ■nmlnnai  tug  rilrwfnpr  (1a  lieu  of  ashrance  PS6E),  north 
Seed  frojact  2<1)»  nrr— waitiit  by 


tfnrJcing  **arf«t  1IMML-8307-A,  UP  Gee  Installation, 
Cafeteria,  i  winiwwliit  by  Super ioteadeot . 


ftrewia*  «MPEt-a*3S«  <^ewerei*m  Iron  Goal 

fee  Oil*  Wanaoth  0f«  '?•  €&•)«  reeeaanvMSeo'  by  "^j$^rl&t*a#i*at . 


to  Hft9Q  ass  res|neete<$  fej 

Praliatfoery  Sretfie*  «MB&-*Z32,  Parking  Arc**  taoaavalt  Arch, 
Morth  Eetreace*    9s*  concurred.     Pnanun  to  m&Um  and  WOOC. 


?relfia*nary  areola*  8P-WL-SJ33, 
Swlt4in&,  Canyon  niJLaga  •  reviewed  tat  oat  ■obod.ttod; 


1970  priority  list©  have  booo  raeaaataa  by  aaglon  and 

by  Aealetant  "tiyfirlntimWuf  Mart  look  tarlwtarf  tba 
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1/2S  and  2/23:     Safety  Meetiaa* 
1/28  and  2/10:     Staff  Meatiane 


2/25:     ftejnul  Onnaervatlon  Clinic,  Bonneville  fjinui— iin'a  Aeeocletion, 
Idaho  Fall*,  where  ha  pregantad  an  liluatratad  talk 


2/11:     Concaaalonar  Heating,  Livingston,  thai  mm 

Tha  only  construction  project  on  which  work  %oa  in  nrograaa  during 
February  wee  tha  Sarrie  By  nan?*,  on  which  a  liadted  anonat  of  clearing 
and  burning  naa  dana.     BPR  Project  fflajfnaar  Hifee  Bead  fate  haea  replaced, 
white  on  annual  leave,  ay  Barrel  it.  Cooenna . 
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BIG  HOLE  NATIONAL  BATTLEFIELD 

which  amd  ocmffmxmm  sarrmttsts 

Vofcrnory  1966 
Aro*  is  clotted  for  tint  winfc«r. 


Joint  g.  McLaughlin 
Superintendent 


Inclesuree 

In  triplicate 

cc: 

Jtagienal  ;>ireceor»  f-fcR 

Management  Assistant 
— Library 
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YSUOWSXOKfi;  t&XX&teL  PaSK,  VTOMiHG.     fe&ruary  3,   19&6 

ftr.  ai«j  Str*.  ffemaltf  E.  uc»tt«n,  Cathy  and  electa,  at  thair 

Farewell  Cexiee.     Mr.  Gotten  traaalerrasi  to  the  &outhwe«£ 

Beglon,   reeidixig  at  iloaticello,  iJtah. 

Position:     ^up«rvi»ory  Civil  &*gi»eer,   Regional  Chief  of 
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